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January 27, 2015

To: 	Senator Paul Farrow, Chair Senate Committee on Education Reform and Government Operations
Members, Senate Committee on Education Reform and Government Operations

From: 	Disability Rights Wisconsin – Sally Flaschberger, DRW Advocate

[bookmark: _GoBack]Re:	SB-001 School and School District Accountability Report- Disability Rights Wisconsin Testifying for Information Only


Thank you to Members of the Senate Committee on Education for hosting a hearing on this important school accountability bill and to Senator Farrow for ongoing communication and meetings with our organization to hear concerns and recommendations prior to bill introduction. We appreciate your interest in developing a strong accountability system that includes and supports the achievement of students with disabilities.

Disability Rights Wisconsin is the state’s Protection and Advocacy agency, charged with ensuring the rights of individuals with disabilities, including students and their parents. We often support parents to achieve a quality education for their children and challenge districts and the state to change or update policies. This testimony represents our experiences with parents of children with disabilities statewide. 

There are several main elements of an accountability proposal that are important to families of children with disabilities: 

· An accountability system that is built upon an “apples to apples” comparison of children with disabilities. Students should be taking the same assessments, with the same accommodations availability to allow parents to adequately compare scores across different types of schools. 
· Students with disabilities should be identified with a common definition across all schools. 
· Robust multiple measures of accountability must include growth, gap closure and achievement disaggregated specifically to identify the performance of the subgroup of students with disabilities. 
· The system should incorporate all schools that receive public funds.
· The system must include and specifically reference all students, including those with significant cognitive disabilities taking the alternate reading and mathematics examinations administered under s. 118.30.
· Accountability measures should address measures of college and workforce readiness and information related to high school graduates entering the workforce. 
· Accountability measures should include information on the number of pupils who are suspended or expelled.
· Transparent reporting of school performance should include a required posting on a school’s website to allow parents easy access to information on the performance of students with disabilities.


SB 1 addresses some, but not all of these important elements of accountability. We thank you specifically for ensuring that data about growth and achievement is disaggregated by disability status.   We strongly support with the use of a common assessment.    We value the components of the improvement plan that support the need for curriculum aligned to state standards, differentiation to meet student needs, academic and behavioral support including early intervention services, and additional time for learning. 

We have concerns about other sections of the bill that we feel are imperative.  Parents of children with disabilities require robust information about their child’s school in order to make good educational choices and to be part of the system of improvement for their district. No matter where a student with a disability attends, a parent has a lot on the line and often must be significantly more involved in their child’s education than the parent of a typically developing child.  The outcome of an education for a student with a disability can mean the difference between a young adult who leaves school with real-world job skills prepared for employment or postsecondary education or someone who will be solely reliant on public benefits, live in poverty or end up in our criminal justice system.  Meaningful accountability for schools and transparent information is a way to empower parents.

In summary, we believe the bill requires the following clarifications or changes:

· Addition of a common definition of disability under state and federal statutes.
· Addition of college and career readiness measurements. For students with disabilities, there should be consideration of the use of data similar to what is already collected through Indicator 14 in public schools – a measure that tells us if students are working or participating in college or other training.
· Inclusion of suspension and expulsion rates in areas of measurement disaggregated by group.
· Additional language to define exceptional circumstances as a reason to appeal the identification of a chronically failing school.
· Inclusion of specific subject experts on both Accountability Boards identifying the type of qualification, i.e. a school administrator, a teacher, a parent.
· Addition to the boards of at least one person with knowledge specifically related to disability and addition of a parent.
· Inclusion of all publicly funded schools, including county children with disabilities education boards within the accountability system.
· Parent notification requirements when a school is determined to be a chronically failing school and will no longer be part of the school choice program.
· Parent notification that a school has previously been identified as a chronically failing school if allowed to open as a “new “choice school after three years out of the program.


Thank you in advance for addressing the concerns outlined in this testimony. Disability Rights Wisconsin would be happy to discuss these changes in greater detail with the committee.

Thank you,

Sally Flaschberger
Advocate-DRW
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